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the subject of our present address might be the conduct to 


_ Lord Jesus Christ; by whatever other distinction they may be 


DUTIES 
INCUMBENT ON THE MEMBERS OF CHURCHES 


TOWARDS THE 


Brethren of their own Community. 
@<<— 
Dear Brethren, 


AT our last annual meeting, you intimated a desire, that 


be observed by the members of churches towards their res- — 
pective societies, and being mercifully preserved in the midst — 
of so many surrounding calamities, and permitted peaceably — 
to assemble on this public occasion, we hasten to comply — 
with your request. The subject appears to be of great 
importance, because the peace and prosperity of any com- 
munity must depend, in a great degree, on the orderly de- 
portment of its individual members. We pretend to no 
dominion over either your faith or your practice; but be- 
cause you desire it, we shall take the liberty to suggest to 
you such a line of conduct as we think will be pleasing to 
God, creditable to yourselves, and useful to the churches 
to which you respectively belong. We wish you to cherish 
a spirit of universal benevolence to all, who, in a judgment 
of charity, may be esteemed the lovers and followers of our 


known among men ; yet we are of opinion, that it becomes 
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you to pay a marked attention to those individuals and . 
charches who are of the same faith and order with your- ba 
selves, among those however whose sentimenty and general - 
practice do correspond with your ows, thet community 

with which you stands entitled to 


‘Our present business ip to point out to you some of the 
duties you owe to those societies into which you have vo- 
lontariby entered, that’ you arty’ kaow how yoo! ought to 
behave yourselves in the Bouse of God, 
pillar and- ground of the truth. 


to the of ‘your own 
‘Drethred. The telstion ittty Wiel You have entered; claims 


the influence of this disposition, you will participate * 
$n the crosect éomforts of, your brethren, and find 
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pursuits, or-in'the yownings of 


 invdolence. ‘This high regard fer: your: brethren, sad for 


the good of ‘the: canse you have» éspoused, will not 
permit you to rove from place to:place; as many do 
in search of something: néw.. It willocheck: that spirit 


of religious gossiping, which: forms::so obvious trait 


in the characters of many professors, and which occa- 
sions much mischief in churches) whefe abounds ‘to 
any considerable degree. The temper: we recommend 


by the craft and subtilty of designing men, whose sim 


is to sow divisions, and to’ scatter the ‘seads: of. — 


sension in eburches; who partially preach the gosp¢ out 
.of strife’ and contention, and: not: of good-will. 


also -be a means: of «preserving you from that furious, 


about words to no: profits: from these ‘unhallowed 
wranglings, and that endless splitting. of ‘hairs, .which 


 tend-only to purzie; and from those foolish and un- 


learned questions: that. engender strife which 


dishonour, eas well as.to the hurt of many with whom 
they, are connected. That. preftreace oo 
communities that supreme wish for ther. peace and 


happy mean .of exciting yout zeal and disecting your 
efforts for ‘their good,: as well as of preserving: you 


from every thing tending to diminish 
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We would also guard you against permitting private 
affences to induce you to forsake the communion of 
‘the church, ‘Some members of churches, as soon as 
they see, or imagine, any thing offensive in the con- 
duct of thew brethren, immediately withdraw themselves 
from the table»of the Lord, and very often without 
and «te ‘the word ef God. Before you withdraw from 
communion, it is surely needful to enquire whether the 
afiair be known, and admitted by the church as real 
and offensive; whether it have been known long enough 
to have been corrected, and that yet no steps have been 
tuken to that purpose. .¥ou onght mot to stand at » 
distance from ‘the church, because one member of it b 

done wrong, unicss by conmevance, or unjust ‘forbear-. 
ance, they have become partakers of the guilt contracted 
by the offence committed. Perhaps the offence is not 
real, or not so bad as you may imagine; personal ap- 
how ithe case stands, before any thing else be done, 
If there be real cause for offence, then proceed as our 
Lord directs in the eighteenth of Matthew. By se doing, 
the cause of uneasiness may be removed; but by with- 
drawing from communion, you are more likely to make 
the reut worse than. te repair the breach. Many have 
thought themselves justified in this condact by the word 
of God, and have urged in their defenee, Math. 5. 23. 
‘Pherefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
thee, leave there thy gift before.the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled te thy brother, and then 
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come ad offér ‘thy gift.” It has been supposed from 
these words, that if one member of a church be offended 
at the conduct of another, it becomes:his duty to ab- 
sent himself from the Lord's Supper till bis offence 
be removed.. This however, we apprehend, ts sot the 
sense of the ~“wssage in question. It is not said, and 
, there rememberest that thou hast ought against thy 
brother, but that thy ‘brother hath ought against ‘thee. 
It does uot ‘tell the offended party to stay away from - 
. the commusion of the church ; but it tells the man who 


has given the offence, to go immediately and have it - 


removed. if you have given occasion for offence to 
any brother, then you have two duties before you; the 
first is to go and be reconciled to your brother, and 
the second is to go and offer your gift; and if ‘you 
neglect either the une. or the other, the cuilt will” lie 
at your door. No blame attaches to the person of- 
fended because he is there, nor to the church because 
the offender is there, so long as they are ignorant of 
the offence, or knowing it, ee 


eommunion of the .church. We have known ‘some 


esteemed members of churches so deeply afflicted and 
humbled, ‘by the recollection of their defective services, 
their remaining corruptions, and their actual trausgres- 
sions, that they have not Gared ‘to hold communion 
with the church, lest ‘God should smite them with the 
rod of his ‘indignation, because of their ‘presumptions 
Hon ‘he: show With this terrible 


_* 


tion, “who hath required this at your hand to tread 
my courts.” ? They fear Jest they should have so cor- 
rupted themselves, that their spot is not the spot of 
his children; but that they are of so-crooked and per- 
generation, as to be cutirely unfit to have a 
‘place, and a name in the house of the Lord. This 


Are they not the tokens of the Saviour’s love to sin- 
ners? the manifestations of the price paid as a ran- 
of this gospel feast? Are they angels that have no 
sin? or pharisees who fancy they have mont? Are 
they not rather conscious transgressors, who alone can 
drive-you from the table of the Lord. But you add, 
“The force’of temptation so often overpowers the fee- 
ble resistance we oppose to it, that prudence dictates 
the propriety of withdrawing till guilt be removed and 
be dishonoured by us.” Let it be remembered, however, 
the Lord in the means of ‘his appointment, have reason 


andidetermine-to live in it, dont add to your crimes 


conduct hewever, to us, seems founded im mistake, . 
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and ‘hence “we ‘wish to caution ‘you against it. What | 
are the rich provisions exhibited on the gospel table? 
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to hope for the divine forgiveness. If you love sin, | 
by. —putting.on the form of godliness; but if you see | 


your sin, if you bate it, and abbor yourself on account 
; ofit,.if you determine, by God’s helpy to oppose it, 
: det nothing deter you from drawing near to the Sa- 
| viour, in the way of his appointment... ©. 


. We further exhort you to aveid giving offence in 

any thing, Societies are generally formed of persots 
ities, and under the infinmence of very opposite tempers, 
_ prejudiees, and habits of life; hence it requires no in- 
considerable portion ef prudence to adhere constantly to 
that line of conduct which will be offensive to nove. Soute 
sipposing this to be impracticable, adopt a courte 
thought to be right, and become regardless. of con- 
‘teach a different conduct. These shew that many things 
be lawfal that are not convenient; and that right 
‘may be prudently given op for the purpose. of avoi- 
ing offence. An apostle is net ashamed to say ‘if 
‘meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
| to offends’ Mt is no mark of wisdom to treat. the 
approbation of the brethren with indifference. It is an 
object worthy of your regard, The esteem. of your 
brethren will add force to your exertions, for their: 
good) and in all probability, render yous usefylnessin 


the church much greater than it otherwise would be. 
We exhort you therefore brethren; to cultivate the 
svocial virtues with ail possible diligence, . Be affable, 
be courteous. Let your words and your actions, shew 
that you pay a proper deference to your, brethren, 
and that yeu are not willing to give offeace in any 
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‘thing. After°all your care, it is more than probable 
‘that offences will come, but when they do arrive, you 
‘will have the wospeakuble pleasure of reflecting, that 
you have given-'no just occasion for ‘them. 


you should not hastily: take offence. 
‘Be not easily provoked.- In many cases, offences are 
~the mere creatures of the imagination, where only they 
exist, and of which the offender has no knowledge 
dictates of supposition or fancy, nor suffer imagination 
most favourable construction 00 tlie 
. words-anu ‘actions of your brethren. Make all possible 
‘allowances; and ‘take notice of every thing, likely to 
extenuate what may appear, at first sight, to be un- 
justifiable. Recollect with what solicitous industry, you” 
-edllect and exhibit every circumstance tending to pre- 
‘vent improper impressions from being made on others, 
‘by your own ‘words or actions, or those of your friend3, 
‘whose conduct ‘you wish to set forth in the most fa- 
votrable point of light. ‘This will furnish you with a 
‘proper rule of judging in reference to the behaviour | 
‘of others: towards you. Be determined not to take 
offence, till you have, by personal enquiry, made your- 
selves thoroughly masters of the whole case, and found 
“Gt impossible 16 do otherwise; till your love and your 
forberrance have nothing left to plead on the bebalf 
Of the offender; ti! your prudence and your paticrice 
have iw vain tried every warrantable means of canci- 
fistion. © Tnattention to “this precept has produced in- 
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calculable mischiefs in the churches, and hence: we, 
urge you to the observance of it with the greatest. 
earnestness. It is not enough however that you avoid 
these evils, and many others that might be named; 
we wish you to be actively employed.in doing what. 


may serve to promote the prosperity. easeginas 


tive communities, " 


to promote the. harmony 
and peace of your respective societies, Where these 
‘are wanting, the comfort and spiritual benefit of church 
fellowship are lost, and the house of God is converted 
into a nest of hornets.. We therefore exhort you to 
cultivate the spirit of mecknoess with. unwearied dili- 
gence. Let its benign. and heavenly influence excite” 
and regulate all your words and all your actions. Love, 
your own societies more than, any others; associate 
with them constantly,; speak te them freely ; and. study 
to find out the best, means of uniting and harmonizing. 
the whole body. Scatter no seeds of division, lest by 
their too often luxuriant growth they choke the word, 
and so render it unfruitful. Strive not about words to 
no profit but to the subverting of the hearers. Put 
on.as the clect..of God, holy and. beloved, bowels 
long suffering, forbeariag one another; if any maa 
heave a quarrel. against any, even as. Christ, forgave 
you so also do ye. And above all things put on cha- 
rity, which is. the bond of perfectness, and Jet . the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to. the. which also 
ye are called in one body, and:»be ye thankful, Is 
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.garnestly with God to bestow upon its members a liberal 
portion of his best gifts. Time aad cicumstances loudly 
call for your exertions in this way, for the harvest © 


4 

tive churches.” ‘Not one of you ought to be indifferent 
about the churches growth, in every thing tending to 


advance the glory of the Redeemer dnd the salvatiun 


of men. It will be both honourable and useful for 
you, to exercise a cate about the encrease of the 
church’s gifts. By gifie, we mean talents for’ edifying 
and instructing the ‘body of Christ, which is his church, 
In former times these were plentifully bestowed by bim, 
for he gave some, apostles, and some, prophets, and 
some evangélists; and some pastors and teachers for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the mi- 
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. The 
power of the Saviour is not in the least diminished. 
The residue of the spirit is- still with him. He bas a 
plenitude of gifts ready to be bestowed, and suited to 
the exigencies of every age and of every sitvation, but then 
he ‘has declared, that for atl these things he will be enquired 
of by the house of Israel to do them for them. It would 
éertainly be a most favourable omen for the eburch, 
were “you all so much alive to its interest, as to plead 


truly is great, but able and faithful labourers are few, 
pray “ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would raise up, qualify, aod send forth labourers inte 
his harvest, by whom st mey be reaped and gathered 
due season. It isnot only acedful for you to preg 
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for these, but “also watch unto to “tee what! 
answers God may have given to the requests. you have | 
a made to him. Look among the members of your, ree 

pective churches, and see if you cannot’ discern some 
Elisha, of whom the mantle of Klijab may have fallem, 
but who, for want of being properly noticed by others, 
"ae ad continues to remain in obscurity. Real ability i is oftey 
shy and unassuming, aod needs to be sought, out and” 
stirred up to activity. On the contrary, imagivary 
lents are often presumptuous and forward. The shallow 
stream is loud and rapid; but the deep, full river’ flows Sie 
lent and slow. Two things it behoves you. to mind, first,. 
that you do not find gifts where the great head of the 
church has bestowed none, and secondly, that you nei-_ 
tlier overlook nor undervalue his favours where be has 
granted them? Look around among your respective 
brethren, lest any talent should’ remain wrapped in 
napkin.” Let every one consider it to be his duty to 
call into action every degree of ability adapted to edify 
the “charch, of briag glory to God. Covet earnestly 
the best’ gifts, aiid ‘yet we shew unto you a more ex- 
cellent way. Be concerned to obtain an’ increase of 
grace. Let ‘it be your individual aim to grow in 
without which, gifts will be useless if uot hurtful, 
Endeavour to improve yourselves ip knowledge and faith, 
in love and“ obédieité. That your profiting ap- 
pear’ to all, let your zeal and diligence be conspicuous, 
word, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity. Do not content yourselves with pre- 
sent attainments, but go on towards perfection. Cleanse 
yourselves from all’ filthiness of the flesh and of the 
spirit, perfecting holjiieis in the fear of the Lord. The 
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growth. as well as the implantation of grace depends 
on the divine agency, by which, means the most feeble 
become efficacious. Without a heavenly influence you 
can do nothing ; but with it, you may do whatever 
is required of you. Let therefore neither the suggestions 
Of the enemy, nor conscious debility deter you from. 
attempting the most arduous of all tasks, the subju- 
‘gation of your lusts, apd the improvement of your 
graces. Would you grow in knowledge and experience ? 
Search the scriptures and your own hearts. Would you . 
increase your faith? attend diligently to the ‘ministry 
- of the word, because faith cometh by hearing. Would 
you love your brethren more ? Then look more at their 
excellencies and less at their defects. Would you, in 
a word, bear a nearer resemblance to your Saviour ?. 
Then do ‘you all with open face bebold, as in glass, 
the glory of the Lord, for by that means you may be 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord. It is surely sufficient 
encouragement, that however feeble your efforts, God 
will ultimately crown them with success. Your harvest 
will follow your seed time; for you shall have your. 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. Let 
no opportunity of doing or of getting good escape you. 
In’ the morning, sow thy seed, and in the evening 
withhold not thy hand. for thou knowest not which shall 
prosper, this or that, or whether they shall be alike 
good. Seize time ‘by the fore-luck, and do not suffer 
its precious moments to elapse without due improve- 
ment. Let a sense of hpman incapacity check your 
presumption and self confidence, but mot wanerve your 
Giligence in the pursuit of spiritual improvement, Reckon 
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“not that ye have already” attained, “or that ye are al- 
ready arrived at perfection, but press on towards it, depend- 
ing on the arm of omnipotence for support, and when 
ye have done all, count yourselves unprofitable servants, 
for ‘the genius of the gospel is not to countenance 
negligence and inactivity, but to excite zeal and dili- 
‘gence; and at the same time to‘ guard against pride 
‘gad self-dependance. For Zion’s sake do not hold your 
"peace, and for Jerusalem's sake do not ‘rest, until the 
-Tighteousness thereof go forth as brightaess, and the 


We further urge you | to a concern about, 
of your churches in regard to numbers.: To convert 
sinners and to add to the church, is certainly the pro- 
_vince of the Almighty. He only can do. this effectually, 
one else can illuminate the understanding, convert 
the will,, and give a new bias to the affections, This 
“we are ready to own from a full conviction of its truth. 
_We observe however, that in all ages he has carried 
on this work, by selecting aad. using such instruments 
and means. as seemed good in his sight, generally 
working in such a way as to make. a divine in- 
terference visible to the enlightened and thoughtful 
mind. He puts his treasusure into earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may appear to be of God 
and not of men. With this view he has raised up, 
qualified, and seot forth, a constant succession of gos- 
pel ministers, to ture men, from darknesé to light, and 
from the power of satan to God. These.are the am- 
bassadors of Christ to the besighted nations of. the 
earth, sent, in the name of their sovereign bard, to 


| 
| 
| 
4) 
| 


‘fo God. Though these Jabour with apostolic zeal in 

‘the fulfilment of their mission, yet success depends en- 

tirely upon the co-operating jnfluence of the divine 

“spirit ; hence the whole glory of it is properly ascribed to 

him as the only eflicacious agent. These, it must be 
| “noted, — are not the only labourers employed in the im- 
portant work of collecting and bringing home the objects 
_ of ‘his mercy, which are scattered abroad over the face 
af the whole earth. As in former times, so now, he | 
_ gives to some, apostles ; and some prophets; and some, 
~ evangelists ; aud some pastors and teachers; on every 
one of his followers the Saviour bestows some talent 
“for usefulnes, to be honourably employed in his service, 
| “im the conversion of sinners, and in extending the spi- 
| ‘Titual kingdom of the Redeemer among men. Let it 
-~ "be the care of every one of you to ascertain, hy per- 
“Zonal examipation, the nature and degree of the gifts 
“‘Destawed upon you, and to consider how these may 
‘be best employed in promoting the conversion of sin- 
“mers, the encrease of your respective churches, and con- 
“nequently, the glory of God. Some of you may serve 
Gn One capacity and some w another, but be ye all 
‘employed. Not one of you should stand all the day 
‘Wale, Let it be your daily concern to think what you 
‘may do, ‘to'benefit the souls of those, by whom you 
‘are constantly surrounded, especially, of those who are 
“wholly inattentive to their ‘best interests. Though you 
may “be ‘neither qualified nor called to teach publicly 
as a minister, yet you may possess talents very fit for 
conveying ‘instraction privately. Some christians excel 
io seledting suitable times and modes of address, by 
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which their remarks become, not unfrequently, both 
pleasing and lastingly useful to minds previously thought- 
less and indifferent, if not opposed to religious instruction 
in any form. By a judicious and seasonable observa- 
tion, you may sometimes rouse the careless, impress the 
thoughtless, caution the ‘anwary, ‘warn the unruly, or 
comfort the desponding. ‘Employ yourselves daily in 
copying the best models in this way. The benefits re- 


‘sulting from it are incalculable. Our past negligence 
! should rouse us to greater’ diligence for the time to 


come. But admitting you have no capacity for speaking 


» to sinners, yet perhaps God may ‘have given you pro- 


perty, a portion of which you can very well spare to 
promote so desirable a work. In this case you may 
find many ways of laying’ it out very usefully. You 
may purchase religious ‘tracts to give away} you may 
support sunday-schouls ; you may bear part of the ex- 
penses attending village preaching ; you may assist ih 
supporting missions and missionaries, either at home or 
abroad, and in many other ways serve the interests of 


Redeemer’s kingdom. Supposing you ‘are equally 


destitute of teaching, ‘abilities, and of ‘property; yet 
still you may do great good. If you can neither teach 
nor pay others for teaching the ignorant, yet you 
may edify them greatly by a holy ‘life. Let your light 
80 shine before them, that they seeing your good works, 
‘may glorify your Father who is in ‘heaven. Be obédi- 
‘eut to the laws of your country ; fear God and honoar 


‘the King ; pay a due deference to’ all civil magistrates ; 


cultivate peace in your respective neighbourhood; ‘be | 

‘honest in all your dealings with mankind; just to the 

persons, property, and characters of all, and ever faith- 
| B$ 
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the rebellions sons.of mento become reconciled 


to God. ‘Though these Jabour with apostolic zeal in 


“the fulfilment of their mission, yet suécess depends en-— 


tirely upop the co-operating influence of the divine 


“spirit ; | hence the whole glory of it is properly ascribed to 
“him as the only efficacious agent. These, it must be 
_noted, are not the only labourers employed in the im- 
_portant work of collecting and bringing home the objects 
Of his mercy, which are scattered abroad over the face 
_of the whole garth, As in former times, so now, he 


gives to some, apostles; and some prophets ; and some, 
evangelists; and some pastors and teachers; on every 
one of his followers the Saviour bestows some talent 
for usefulnes, to be honourably employed in his service, 


“inthe conversion of sinners, and in extending the spi- 
‘Fitual kingdom of the Redeemer among men. Let it 
- “be the care of every one of you to ascertain, hy per- 
‘sonal examigation, the nature and degree of the gifts 
‘bestowed upon you, and to cdnsider how these may 
“be ‘best employed in promoting the conversion of sin- 
‘mers, the encrease of your respective churches, and con- 
‘sequently, the glory of God. Some of you may serve 


gn One capacity and some wm amother, but be ye all 
“tein Not one of you should stand all the day 


‘idle, Let it be your daily concern to think what you 


‘may: do, ‘to benefit the souls of those, by whom you 
are constantly surrounded, especially, of those who are 


_ Wholly inattentive to their best interests. Though you 


may ‘be ‘neither qualified nor called to teach publicly 
as a minister, yet you may possess talents very fit for 
conveying ‘instraction privately. Some christians excel 
40 selecting suitable times and modes of 
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which their remarks become, not unfrequently, both 
pleasing and lastingly useful to minds previously thought- 
Jess and indifferent, if not opposed to religious instruction 
in anny form. By & judicious and seasonable observa 
tion, you may sometimes rouse the careless, impress the 
| thoughtless, caution the unwary, warn the unruly, or 
Te comfort the desponding. Bmploy yourselves daily in 
copying the best models in this way. The benefits re- 
‘sulting from it are incalculable.” Oar past negligence 
! should rouse us to greater diligence for the time to 
come. But admitting you have no capacity for speaking 
.. to Sinners, yet perhaps God may have given you pro- 
 perty, a portion of which you can’ very well spare to 
{ promote so desirable a work. In this case you may 


find many ways of laying’ it out very usefully. You 

may purchase religious tracts to give away; you may 

support sunday-schoovls ; you may bear part of the ex- 
o hie penses attending village preaching ; you may assist in 
supporting missions and missionaries, either at home or 
abroad, and in many other ways serve the interests of 
} the Redeemer’s kingdom. Supposing you ‘are equally 
destitute of teaching, ‘abilities,’ and of property; yet 

still you may do great good. If you can neither teach 

nor pay others for teaching the ignorant, yet you 

may edify them greatly by a holy life. Let your light 

8o shine before them, that they seeing your good works, 

‘may glorify your Father who is in héaven. Be obédi- 

‘eut to the laws of your country ; fear God and honoar 

‘the King ; pay a due deferencé to all civil magistrates ; 
cultivate peace in your respective neighbourhood; be 

honest in gil your dealings with mankind; just to the 

persons, property, and characters of all, and ever faith- 


Jeur_conduct as.to be edified.by it, you have still 
| one may teft by which you may essentially serve your 


‘make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Kaow brethren 
mer from the error of his way, shall save a soul from 
then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
_the proportion of faith; or, ministry, let us wait on 


our ministering; or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
_or he that exhorteth, on exhortation; he that giveth, 


18 | 
ful to your word. Avoid the very’ appearance of evil, 
and endeavour to live near to God. Let your love 
to hum. appear in all your dealings in the world, by. | | 
your care im training and cultivating the minds and 
mannces..of your children and other domestics; and 
by your zeal and exemplary conduct in the church of Fs 


God; by continuing steadfast in the apostles doctrine in 
breaking of bread and,in prayers. If you fancy your- 
selves so low..in the world, that nobody will notice 


m. A throne of mercy is accessible, and though — 
no other means be within your. reach, yet you. may 
do great good by the fervour and frequency of your 
addresses to Ged for -the extention of his power and 
mercy in turning sinners from the love and practice of sin, 
to the love and practice of holiness. Let the sin, the 
danger, and what is still worse, the indifference of sinners, 
stimulate your exertions in their favour, and. because 
divine aid is necessary to give efficacy to your endea- — 
vours, ‘give him no rest till he establish and till he 


for your encouragement, that he that converteth a sin- 


Meath, and, shall ‘hide multitude of sins, Having — 


to us, whether prophecy, let as prophecy according to 


let him do, it with simplicity; be, that guleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with chearfulness. 


‘ 
| 
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When we sée you diligent in pfomoling the Redeem- 


er’s interest, we shall -confider that as a pledge of 
success, for God will ‘tiot permit your labours of love, 
pregnant with holy wishes ‘and desires for success, to 
fall asélésily to the grad. Depetid ‘on his wisdom, 
power, and. gooduess, in all cases and under every 
circunistanée, “and be aditired, you Shall find the plea- 
sure of the Lord prospermg in yout hand, Be sted- 


fast and unmoveable, always aboundittg in the work — 


‘of the Lord, forasmuth ‘af ye Kiow that your Iq- 
bour shall not be in vain in him. Now the God 
‘of Peace, ‘that brotight again from the d@ead odr 
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you per- 
fect in every good work to ‘db ‘his ‘Will, ‘working in 


_ you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 


‘Christ; to whom glory for ever and ever. Amien. 


GMM. 
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MINUTES 
: Of the Association held at Ixverroot, in the Byrom-street 
4 Meeting House, 
on the 24th amd 25th Days of May, 1809. 


The. “brethren met at two o'clock, Wednesday, June 
24th, brother Davies, pastur of the church there, intro- 
duced the service by singing and prayer. . Brother 

Littlewood .was..chosen modérator. The letters from 
the several churches were then read, the contents of 
which afford matter both of prayer and praise. Some 
of our churches are going on weil; apparently grow- — 
im grace and‘encreasing in numbers, Some however 
are mourning under the hidings of God's face In 
the course of the last year many have been cut off 
by death, but under very favourable circumstances. A 
number have been excluded ; some for immoral conduct, 
others for a direliction of sentiment. Many complain 
of embarrassed circumstances, on account of the bad- 
ness of trade and theedearness of provisions. On the 
whole, the accounts from the respective churches were 
‘rather favourable than otherwise. We still have to la-— 
ment, that several ofthe associated churches are not 
« sufficiently careful to send letters to the association. 
We have had to complain on this head before. We 
shall be highly gratified if our sister churches*will be 
more attentive to this in future, that we may have no 
more reason to complain. The circular letter, drawn 
up by Brother Littlewood, was then read, and brother 
Lister, pastor of the baptist church, in Lyme-street, 
concluded by prayer- . Met in at seven o'clock in 
the evening, when -brother Thompson, of Burslem, im 
Staffordshire, prayed. Brother Steadman preacied from 
Rev. 1. 18. old I am alive for evermore, amen; — 
and brother Price, of Wrexham, concluded in prayer. 


| morning, met at six o'clock, when brethren: 
Sheph and Hyde, engaged in pray- 


er. Met again at Shalf past ten. Brother Littlewood 
meyer Brother Langdon preached from Eph 3. 8. 
he unsearchable riches of Christ. Brother Fawcett from 
Acts 16. 17. These men are the servants, &c. and brother 
Harris, an independent mumister, concluded the public 
service by prayer. After which the ministers and messen- | 


| met, . passed the following resolutions: 1. That 
* the circular ict 


ter, drawn up by brother Littlewood, ‘be 


| ‘ 
\ 
| 


‘Ahat brethren 


the letters mon 


| 21» 
ted. 2. That the next association be holden at Brad- 
ord, on Tuesday and Wednesd vey in Whitsun-week, and 
Fawcett, be desired to 
, and in case of failures the brethren Hyde, Simmons, 


_and Littlewood. 38. That im future, those ministers only 
a 


be 


pointed to preach who are members of the associa tiun. 
4. That the weit circular Jétter be on the certainty and pro- 
use of the doctrine of election, and that bro on Be 
be to draw itup. 5. That a subscription 


‘aenadiat for the support of an itinerancy, to 

he under the d irection of the association, and also for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses of ministers, incurred by 
attending the associations. To accomplish these purposes, 


the subscription was as under : 
Mr. W. Rashion 2 @ 
Houghton 1 1 
Leusdale 0 10 
» 1 
. Cribbin | 
eat” 
S. Maine 
Mre, Hird 
Miss Hird 
Mr. Peter Hope 
2. Barnes, 
J. Beddome 
enry Pope 
Smaller Sums, 


avies, 1 


Oliver Holt, 
J.Edensor,dn.i 1 
RR. Thompson 1 1 
Thos Ditto, 0 10 
Wm. Hunter .1 


That the ministers of the several associated churches, 
be requested to use their influence in their respective 
neighhourhoods to promote thisaastitution, both by get gelling 


ute 


or where convenient, by making anaual 


lions im aid appears from acéounts contained in 
at 137 have.been 4reatored, 
aud 4 received by letter, in all 145, from these are to be de- 


ducted, 32 removed by death, 21 excluded for improper 


conduet, 4 dismissed Lo other churches,.so that the neat 
increase iseighty-cight, 

N.B. The dssaciate churches are requested to insert the 
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*AN ADDRESS 
Ze dhe Churches in the York and Lancaster Association, re- 
commending eacriions in support of Itinerency, 5c. 
the: ‘minuses “of the ‘resolution of association. 
Christians, we trust you feel it your duty and 
‘ your honour, t6 be followers of that Lord and Master to 
“whom you have devoted yourselves, and 
Blood you have heeu redeemed, and made kings and priests 
unto God. Now. of him it is affirmed, that he went about 
- doing good. Doing good to the bodies, but especially to the 
,seulsof men, This was his.constant employ ; im the pursuit 
‘of 2t he not otly took divine delight, but spilt the last dr 
“bape yeadily every opportonily of 

wi ily embrace ev rtunit 

tile souls of your and pro- 
matigg the tatcrest of Such an oppor- 
‘tunity isnow alforded you. Providence has cast your lot 
jn_agpatt of the kingdonitmore than comniotily populous. 
Tn of its largest towns and villages, the interest of 
ime state among. the .several 

| lowers; in that 


~ 


= 


denominations. of his fo he baptists, 
te which you, from motives of conscience, belong, the 
most languishing of all; indeed it can scarcely be said to — 
exist. In some of these places, we, have mecting houses» 
erected, which would tend greatly to faci/ttate our 
_ exertions in supportof our interest. ‘These things-we have 
Jong survéyed with emotions uf gricf and t desire. 
We haveoflen made it a matter of prayer, that we may see 
‘gomething done for Christin those places. God has, we 
‘trust, begun to-answer our prayers. He has impressed the 
minds of all whoassociated-with us, -with the necessity of 
a apeedy attention to that object ; this gave rise to the re- 
‘solution inserted in thé -witiutes of our meeting, with which 
we presume you are acquainted. Our worthy 
 friends.at Liverpool forward with the greatest zeal 


~and ity, asis manifest from the ding tist of anb- 
and have set ench ensexamp as ‘will; ‘we trast 


provoke you to. emulation. 
resolution referred to, will inform ¥ou of 
‘itheepecifie objects to w ich our attention is 


_ fects which, we trast, will appear of such importance as to 
call for your zealous support. You know, rethren, that 

- wethave distinguished ourselves from the main body of pro- 
. fessing christians, by our attempts to fettore the orderand 
discipline of the chucch of Chast, and especially the ordi- — 
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nance of christiaa baptism, to their primitive + This; 
ia an object of gceat importance, and yet will be allowed; — 
to be not of the frst consideration; that willbe owned to be, 
the conversion of sinners from the error of titeie ways, and. 
the saving of souls from death. ln what:wenow recom-, 
mend to you, however, we have nat ouly this first.and, 
most important object directly in view, but combine with 
it also what. we allow to be but. of secoudary..momevt, 


gamely, the bringing those sou ; 
| convertia~ to God, views and practices 
religion which appear both to us and you to accord 
with the primitive standard . We shall must. likely make 
these baptists, whom, under the divine blessing, we may 
be so happy as to be the instruments of making christians. _ 
Were we the first of the followers of Christ,. who.in me- 
dern times have attempted ap itimerancy for spreading — 
“the gospel; we need be neither afraid or ashamed, as we may 
= lead, i support of our practice, the commission of our 
| divine Lord* *‘ go ipto all the world, and the gospel 
to every creature.” But we are not the to make such 
an attempt :~“We might mention the names of a Whitfield, 
a Wesley, aGrimshaw, and others of different communiti 
whose labours in thatdepartment have been abundant, and ‘ 
attended with such glorious.enccess as proclaimed 
. a the divine approbation of their exertions e, however, — 
only remind you of the labours of our indepengent brethren 
a these.parts of the kingdom, and likewise of those of our. 
baptist brethren in the southern and westeru:parts of it. 
The former havet ww or three itinerantsconstantly in employ, 
whose efforts have been not only effectual in introducing the 
gospel inte sarious benightéd parts of the country, and in 
; planting christian churches where there werenone before, but 
also an greatly enlarging those which were before planted ; 
~ and the latter, by exertionssemewhateimilar, have been the. 
means of establishing aconsiderable aumber of churches in 
different places in the southern and westera counties, seve- 
- cal of which bid fairto flourish, as well as of greatly encreasing 
the numbers and strength of those which were formed before. ‘ 
Let us, - dear brethren,. copy their le, and chearful 
hope for their success. God isable to qualify and send f 7 
suitable persons for such an employ, for this therefore we 
— your earnest aud constant prayer. But pecuniary 
sol 


is indispensibly necessary, for this also we venture to 
i: icit your aid. We atedeeply sensible of the disadvantages 
os . under which many of you labour through the depression of 
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and the'veadiness with 
Which you have already come forward in support of several | 
athemes for publick atility; we therefore onty ask such 
circumstances may enable you'to render, | 
the other for the’ 
welfare of men,in the support of which 


are 
heart, upon the thus 
addressing you, we do nut own things, but the 
things which are Jesus Christ's, a therefore address 
with humble buldness: We readily believe that you, | 
thren, cordially love thet Lord whom we love and s-rve, 
and have felt, and continue to feel, so much of the coustraim- 
ing influence of his love, a» will make you re m every 


opportunity of bis interest in the and 
that of substance best Employed 
inthe promoting‘of that interest. We | 


ou with ehearful of. gucccess ; aud 
ying enforce our appli- 
Temind you of tat whith was urged by 


when pleading with the Corinthians on 
subject command but by vcra- 
sow ofthe fon andto 

our love. 4 w: 
poor; that ye} through’ his poverty, be 
2 Cor. Sy 8, 9. 


‘A committee and: will | 
the-uémt association,’ Interim subscriptions and cullections 
bethankfully bork Rey W. Steadman, | 
ford, Rev. T. Langdony hittlew 
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